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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 04142 14121 1Z 
55 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SPC-03 AID-20 EB-11 NSC- 10 RSC-01 

CIEP-02 TRSE-00 SS-20 STR-08 OMB-01 CEA-02 CIAE-00 

COME-OO FRB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 XMB-07 OPIC-12 LAB-06 

SIL-01 L-03 PA-04 PRS-01 USIA-15 SCEM-02 INT-08 NEA-10 

SCI-06 DRC-01 / 1 85 W 

121710 

R 141152Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8906 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 4142 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, SF 

SUBJECT: SAG ACTS TO REDUCE GAS CONSUPTION 
REF: PRETORIA 3851 

1. ON NOV 1 1 SAG ANNOUNCED NEW REGULATIONS DESIGNED TO REDUCE 
CONSUMPTION OF GASOLINE. ALTHOUGH FULL DETAILS NOT ( RPT NOT) 
AVAILABLE, MEASURES REPORTEDLY INCLUDE (A) REDUCED SPEED LIMITS, 
(B) CLOSING OF GAS STATIONS FROM 1800 HOURS SATURDAY TO 0600 
HOURS MONDAY, (C) PROHIBITION OF MOTOR RACING AND PLEASURE 
AIRCRAFT FLIGHTS, AND (D) LIMIT ON PRIVATE HOLDINGS OF GAS. 

2. IN ANNOUNCING PROGRAM, ECON MIN MULLER SAID " IT IS 

CLEAR THAT BECAUSE OF THE ACTION ON THE PART OF SOME IMPORTANT 
OIL-PRODUCING COUNTIRES, A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION IN THE 
SUPPLY OF OIL TO ALL IMPORTING COUNTRIES, INCLUDING SOUTH 
AFRICA, HAS RECENTLY OCCURRED". HE ADDED THAT ABOVE MEASURES IN 
LIEU OF RATIONING BUT LATTER MIGHT BE INTRODUCED ON 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FEBRUARY 1, 1974, IF PROGRAM FAILED TO ACHIEVE 
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NECESSARY REDUCTION IN GAS CONSUMPTION. 

3. OPPOSITION UP LEADER VILLIERS DE GRAFF HAS CRITICIZED 
GOVT FOR NOT ( RPT NOT) GIVING DETAILS ON EXTENT TO WHICH SA 
SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN CURTAILED, ESPECIALLY SINCE IRAN IS SOURCE 
OF SA PETROLEUM AND IS NOT ( RPT NOT) PARTY TO ARAB DECISION 
TO REDUCE OIL PRODUCTION. HE ALSO CHIDED GOVT FOR 
RELUCTANCE TO USE STRATEGIC RESERVES. 

HURD 
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